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White City was placed on the National Register of 
Historic Places on June 14, 2001 under National 
Register criteria A and C.  Its NRIS number is 
01000663.  
 

NEIGHBORHOOD SETTING  
 

The original boundaries for the White City Addition 
included Federal Drive (now known as Admiral 
Place) to the north, 11th Street to the south, and 
Yale Avenue to the west.  The eastern boundary 
included Galway Avenue (now known as Hudson 
Avenue) between 2nd Street and 4th Place, and the 
Howard Branch of the Frisco Railroad from the 
south of 4th Place to 11th Street. 

 

 



 
 

Take a walk through historic White City! 
 

1.  “Welcome to White City” sign 
2. 901 South Braden Avenue 
3. 907 South Canton Avenue 
4. 936 South Darlington Avenue 
5. 916 South Erie Avenue 
6. 533 South Erie Avenue 
7. 5303 East 7th Street 
8. 559 South Darlington Avenue 
9. 458 South Darlington Avenue 
10. 5028 East 3rd Street 
11. 423 South Allegheny Avenue 
12. 416 South Allegheny Avenue 
13. 426 South Zurich Avenue 
14. 451 South Zurich Avenue 
15. 4920 East 7th Street 
16. 711 South Allegheny Avenue 

 

 



 
WHITE CITY HISTORY 
 

Glenn T. Braden, founder of Oklahoma Natural Gas 
Company and one of the first proponents of using 
Oklahoma’s wealth of methane gas for fuel, bought 
the land that later became the White City 
neighborhood from the Creek Indians in 1912. Early 
histories of Tulsa indicate that Braden, a 
Pennsylvania native, brought a herd of Jersey dairy 
cattle to this area during World War I. He 
established the White City Jersey Dairy Farm four 
miles outside the city limits. It was so named 
because of the color of the buildings and silos 
Braden built there. After his death, Braden’s children 
closed the dairy, platted the land and began selling 
lots to employees of the nearby steel and oil field 
supply companies. 

White City Park today 
The W.D. McCoy organization was put in “…active 
charge of developing White City and the sale of its acreage tracts.” Targeted at Tulsa’s middle class, the addition offered “…something new and inviting — 
modern suburban acreage.” The addition was platted into large acre tracts of various sizes. Many of the streets were graded, rolled and oiled or chatted. 
City land records show 1946 to be the high-water mark in White City land sales. The open fields began to fill with homes. 

In addition to its past as a dairy farm, White City has a history rich in oil and gas development, as well as coal mining, before the neighborhood’s building-
boom. 

 

 



 
 

 

One of the important amenities included within the original White City Addition was a park area for the neighborhood. Located towards the southern end of 
the development, the park was originally called “White City Park.” However, within a few years of the neighborhood’s opening, the name changed to 

“Braden Park,” under which the park continues to operate. A popular 
attraction in the park during the 1930s through the late 1940s was a 
wading pool. The city of Tulsa closed all wading pools in the city in the late 
1940s due to a polio scare. In the late 1930s, the WPA undertook some 
improvements on the park but nothing on a significant scale. Although the 
facilities in the park have changed over the years, the park continues to be 
a focus of the neighborhood. 
 

Photo courtesy the Beryl Ford Collection: Intersection of 4th Street and Allegheny 
Avenue, April 18, 1951

The White City Historic District is located four miles east of Tulsa’s Central 
Business District. City land records show 1946 to be the high-water mark 
in White City land sales.  The residences featured in this section are a 
sampling of single-family dwellings in the neighborhood.  The district is 
dominated by two related architectural styles. The two styles correspond 
to the two main periods of the neighborhood’s development. During the 
district’s first period of development, from about 1926 to 1930, Tudor 
Revival style houses dominated. Of the 480 buildings in the district, 149 
are classified as Tudor Revival. Generally constructed of brick, these 
houses have a steep pitched roof with a facade dominated by one or more 
prominent cross gables. Although they are commonly identified with this 
style of houses, garages are frequently detached but possess similar 
construction material and decorative detail to the main property. This style 

 



 
of houses, loosely derived from historical antecedents, was popular nationally from about 1890 to 1940. 

The second dominate architectural style within the White City Historic District is the Minimal Traditional style which is related to the Tudor Revival style. 
The Minimal Traditional style has been called “…a simplified form loosely based on the previously dominant Tudor Revival style of the 1920s and 1930s.” 
Also frequently constructed of brick, Minimal Traditional houses are characterized by a dominant front gable, low or intermediate pitched roof and minimum 
decorative detailing. Further, although detached garages were constructed in conjunction with this style of home, many examples have attached garages. 
This Modern style of houses was popular nationally from about 1935 to the present. The construction of Minimal Traditional style houses in the White City 
Historic District corresponds to this period, with the greatest activity occurring during the second period of significant development in the neighborhood. 
Total, 218 houses were constructed in the Minimal Traditional style in White City. Other styles present in the White City Historic District include Modern 
Movement, Ranch, Colonial Revival, Mission/Spanish 
Colonial Revival, and Bungalow/Craftsman. Several 
buildings, usually commercial buildings, are also 
attributed to having no distinctive style, due to a lack of 
architectural feature and ornamental detailing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 This home, at 504 South Darlington Avenue, is a classic example of a minimal traditional home in 

White City.
 
 

 



 
WHITE CITY GARDEN CLUB 
Organized in January 1950, the White City Garden Club meets on the second Monday of each month, September through May, at the homes of club 
members and at the Tulsa Garden Center.  The garden club emphasizes the natural environment and concentrates on yard beautification through the use 
of flowers, shrubs, and trees.  The club’s motto is “Gardens Make Good Neighbors.” 

 
The White City Garden Club members have taken a great 
deal of pride in the appearance of their neighborhood and 
in communicating their appreciation of well-maintained 
yards and attractive landscaping with the presentation of 
the “Garden of the Month Award” sign.  This sign, hand-
painted by club member Leona Elkin, has rotated on a 
monthly basis to a deserving yard in the neighborhood 
since 1969.  
 
Braden Park has been enhanced over the years by 
projects spear-headed by the group, including the 
seasonal planting of flowerbeds and pond clean-up.   

In part, it is the watchful eye of the Garden Club and its 
continuing commitment to the community which keeps 
White City an attractive neighborhood. 

 
The White City Garden Club’s Garden of the Month sign 

 

 



 
 
 
White City Neighborhood Sign 
Entry Median at 9th Street and Allegheny 
Avenue Intersection 
(Map Location #1) 

 

The triangular entry median at the intersection of 9th 
Street and Allegheny Avenue holds, amidst its lush 
garden, a sign which reads “Welcome to White 
City…Neighbors Since 1926.”  This sign, placed at the 
entry median by the White City Neighborhood 
Association in 1989, is the first greeting many visitors 
see when entering the addition from Yale Avenue. 

 



 
  

 
901 South Braden Avenue 
(Map Location #2) 

 

This house, built by Roy Morgan in 1926 for William 
Richard and Mable C. Braden, is considered to be the 
first home constructed in the White City subdivision.  
The home’s cross-gable roof is severely pitched and 
the porch’s openings are arched.  Additionally, the 
house has a number of multi-pane sash windows with 
decorative shutters, adding to its charm.  The home’s 
sleeping porch, a popular architectural detail of the 
1920s and 1930s, is now enclosed. 

 



 
  

 
907 South Canton Avenue 
(Map Location #3) 

 

This 1928 Tudor Revival home, a mixture of stone, 
stucco, and brick, features a unique entry which bears 
a heavy board and batten round-arched door.  The 
steeply-pitched attic dormers match the home’s 
steeply-pitched parallel-hipped roof construction, which 
has multi-level eaves on the front-facing gables, giving 
the quaint home added dimension.

 



 
 
 
936 South Darlington Avenue 
(Map Location #4) 

 

Built circa 1930, this Mission-style stucco-clad home 
has a distinctive flat roof with Spanish tiles along the 
parapet and arched and elaborate chimney tops, 
featuring individual small tile roofs.  The front façade 
boasts an arched entry porch, casement windows, and 
decorative tile vents, adding to the home’s ambience. 

 



 
  

 
916 South Erie Avenue 
(Map Location #5) 

 

This Tudor Revival house was built around 1930 by 
Don Funston, a Tulsa restaurateur.  Three arched 
windows with divided light ransoms also grace the front 
façade with a ribbon of leaded glass diamond-
patterned windows near the front door.  The blonde 
brick, front and side-facing gables, and chimney are 
nearly covered in Boston ivy.  The home’s steeply-
pitched roof gives off the appearance of false-
thatching, adding to the whimsical fancy of this 
example of the Tudor Revival style. 

 



 
  

 
533 South Erie Avenue 
(Map Location #6) 

 

Built circa 1930, this Tudor Revival home has a semi-
hexagonal oriel window on the front-facing dormer and 
the steeply-pitched cross-gable roof carries a turreted 
dormer, exemplifying the home’s style.  Another 
distinctive feature of the home, the chimney on the 
south facing gable sports decorative brickwork and 
separated flutes.  Johnnie Lee Wills, of the immensely 
popular western swing band, Bob Willis and the Texas 
Playboys, lived in this home.  
 

 



 
 
 

5303 East 7th Street 
(Map Location #7) 

 

Built in 1927, this brick-clad house is a unique example 
of the Tudor Revival style.  Next to the round arched 
entry door stands an imposing fireplace, prominently 
figured on the home’s front façade, which has a 
decorative motif that follows the decorative keystones 
topping each window, door, and arch.  Another of the 
home’s unique features is its front-facing clipped gable 
which displays a decorative wood attic vent centered 
above the ribbon of multi-paned windows, and its now-
screened side porch. 
                                            .

 



 
 
 

559 South Darlington Avenue 
(Map Location #8) 

 

Built in 1927, this blonde brick Tudor Revival home 
boasts a unique uncovered entry porch, indented in the 
center of the home’s front façade, with a nearly hidden 
side entry.  Additionally, the home’s false-thatched roof 
lends whimsy and charm to this Tudor Revival home. 

 



 
  

 
458 South Darlington Avenue 
(Map Location #9) 

 

This stone Tudor Revival home, built circa 1926, shows 
an interesting and half-timbering in a vertical pattern on 
a side gable.  The home has a round arched entry door 
and a single, dominant front gable.  One of the home’s 
most unique features is its “clinker” brick used in the 
brick wall cladding, adding interest to this corner lot 
Tudor Revival home.

 



 
  

 
5028 East 3rd Street 
(Map Location #10) 

 

This brick-clad Tudor Revival home, built circa 1930, 
has a beautiful double arched entry porch with 
distinctive keystone detailing.  Additionally, the home’s 
prominent chimney has decorative patterned brickwork, 
featuring the same motif as the porch’s keystone detail, 
along with two separate chimney pots.  The house’s 
steeply-pitched roof bears an attic dormer, further 
adding to the home’s fanciful Tudor Revival touches.                
.

 



 
 
 
423 South Allegheny Avenue 
(Map Location #11) 

 

Built in 1926, this brick-clad Tudor Revival home, with 
its steeply-pitched gables and ribbon windows grouped 
on the main front-facing gable, is a quaint example of 
the home’s architectural style.  Adding to the house’s 
unique charm, the upper story windows are comprised 
of leaded glass in a diamond pattern.

 



 
  

 
416 South Allegheny Avenue 
(Map Location #12) 

 

This brick-clad Tudor Revival home, built in 1926, 
features a rounded arch board and batten door with 
triple pane glazing.  The home displays an “eyebrow 
arch” over the original porch entry, although it is now 
enclosed.  The home’s steeply-pitched parallel-hipped 
roof with clipped gables is an interesting Tudor feature.  
This house was the home of Wolf Robe Hunt, a Native 
American silversmith, painter, interpreter, lecturer, and 
author who was a part of the Council of American 
Indians and Performing Arts Center, and recipient of 
Oklahoma Indian of the Year in 1973, and the Waite 
Phillips Trophy in 1974.

 



 
  

 
426 South Zurich Avenue 
(Map Location #13) 

 

Prominently sited on a large corner lot, this exquisite 
Spanish Eclectic home, built circa 1930, sports many 
features which exemplify its style, such as the low-
pitched roof, rounded arched doorways, and wrought 
iron balconies.  Historically, the arched wing wall 
located on the house’s west end would have led to a 
courtyard or garden. 

 



 
 
 
451 South Zurich 
(Map Location #14) 

 

This Ranch-style home, built circa 1946, was part of 
the post-World War II housing boom which brought 
record land sales to White City and saw the 
introduction of modern architectural styles.  The 
home’s moderately-pitched roof and lack of ornate 
detailing embody the home’s architectural style.  Like 
many homes of the Ranch style, this house 
accentuates its rambling form by widening the front 
façade with the integration of a built-in garage.  
Additional typical style elements of the home include 
the garage door’s ribbon windows and the large picture 
window in the front living area.  
 

 



 
 
 

4920 East 7th Street 
(Map Location #15) 

 

With its steeply-pitched parallel-hipped roof and 
steeply-pitched front gable, attic dormer, and porch 
covering, this home, built circa 1930, is a fine example 
of the Tudor Revival style.  Additionally, the home’s 
partial-width open porch, decorative attic vents, and 
side gable chimney with its separate chimney pots, are 
common elements of the home’s architectural style.  
The home also bears a distinctive decorative half-
timbering on the side gables; this motif is repeated on 
the lower portion of the semi-hexagonal window on the 
home’s front façade. 

 



 
 
 
711 South Allegheny Avenue 
(Map Location #16) 

 

Built circa 1941, this Colonial Revival reflects the 
evolution of the style from its typical form in earlier 
decades, as it features an asymmetrical façade, with its 
front door located near the far right side of the home. 
This configuration became more common in the 1930s 
due to the desire for built-in garages, which were 
difficult to incorporate within a balanced façade.  
Additionally, the home displays other elements 
common to its style, including the distinctive triangular 
pediment over the entry door and the home’s double-
hung sash windows with decorative shutters.  
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